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Macpherson, C.B. (1965). The Real World of Democracy. Toronto, ON: House of Anansi Press. 
[Pages 1-66] 
 
1. What is “the real world of democracy”? 
2. Who has a “genuine historical claim to the title [‘]democracy[‘]”? What makes it a 

“historical claim”? Why is it even important to ask this question? 
3. Which socio-economic system necessarily underpins “liberal democracy”? 
4. The liberal state and liberal society are to be distinguished from democracy and equality. 

Why? What defines the “liberal society”? 
5. From “non-liberal democracy” Macpherson posits that “democracy” and “dictatorship” 

are not necessarily polar opposites. How does he explain that? 
6. Note the distinction Macpherson draws between the “narrow” conception of democracy 

(a system of government), and the “broader” conception (a type of society). 
7. How is the concept of democracy in many of the so-called newly “independent 

underdeveloped countries” (the “Third World”) different from either Marxist or 
capitalist ideas of democracy? Likewise, why is “strong political leadership” (what many 
in the West today would call “authoritarianism”) necessary? 

8. What makes the one-party state not just “apt” but “irresistible” in so many countries that 
have experienced revolutions against foreign rule? 

9. Democracy as being about ends and as a producer’s good. How does these qualities differ 
from liberal-democracy? 

10. How is “liberal-democracy” a “system of power”? 
 
Macpherson, C.B. (1977). The Life and Times of Liberal Democracy. Oxford, UK: Oxford 
University Press. [Pages 1-22, and 93-115] 
 
1. What did the pre-19th century, pre-liberal theories of democracy look like? Who were the 

key theorists? What did the theories have in common? 
2. Is liberal-democracy at an end? Why? 
3. How is it justifiable to say that “a more equitable and humane society requires a more 

participatory political system”? 
4. Can our system of government be made more participatory, and if so, how? 
5. When Macpherson states that “electronic technology…cannot give us direct 

democracy,” is his conclusion shaped by the state of existing electronic technology of his 
time? 

6. If, as Macpherson argues, there is a vicious circle—we need more equality to attract 
greater political participation, and greater participation to reduce inequality—then what 
are the three main “loopholes” in this circle that make participatory democracy more 
attainable? Do you agree? 

7. What are the possibilities and limits of a possible participatory democracy? How would 
your “model” differ? 


