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Session 4 
 
Reclaiming Theories of Democracies: 
Multiple and Non-Liberal Alternatives 
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The Global Problems of “Democracy” 

 
(1)  A politically-motivated narrowing of meaning 
(2)  Mass media under-education 
(3)  Cultural Evolutionism (Eurocentrism) 
(4)  The Plural Society Problem 
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Some of the Particular Questions of “Democracy” 
 

1) What purposes does democracy serve? 
2) Which rights are most important, or all they equal? 
3) Is democracy about means (procedures), or about ends 

(outcomes)? 
4) Why be democratic? 
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Democratic Elitism 
 
 Plato’s Republic 
 Max Weber: bureaucratic elitism; massification & specialization 
 “Benevolent Despotism” 
 
 Elite guardianship of the common good 
 RESULTS, not process 
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Gaetano Mosca and Vilfredo Pareto 
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Mosca, The Ruling Class: Elements 
of a Political Science (1896): “When 
we say that the voters ‘choose’ 
their representative, we are using 
a language that is very inexact. 
The truth is that the 
representative  has himself elected 
by the voters” (p. 154) 
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Joseph Schumpeter 
 
“Let us transport ourselves into a hypothetical 
country that, in a democratic way, practices the 
persecution of Christians, the burning of witches, 
and the slaughtering of Jews. We should certainly 
not approve of these practices on the ground that 
they have been decided on according to the rules of 
democratic procedure. But the crucial question is: 
would we approve of the democratic constitution 
itself that produced such results in preference to a 
non-democratic one that would avoid them?” 
 
 The “democratic method” then is: “that institutional arrangement for 

arriving at political decisions in which individuals acquire the power 
to decide by means of a competitive struggle for the people’s vote” 

 
 Schumpeter: “Democracy means only that the people have the 

opportunity of accepting or refusing the men who are to rule them” 
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 Raymond Aron: “a society of the Soviet type and one of the Western 
type is that the former has a unified elite and the latter a divided 
elite” 

 
 Seymour Lipset’s “Working-Class Authoritarianism”: the common 

man as a threat to democracy 


