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Book 1: The Solution of the Problem of Democracy: The Authority of the People. In: 
Gaddafi, Muammar. (n.d.). The Green Book. 
 
1. Is the model described by Gaddafi that of a direct democracy, or a representative 

democracy? Given what you read, what seems to be the more convincing or accurate 
way of characterizing the model? 

2. What is the basic structure of Libyan democracy as theoretically mapped out by 
Gaddafi? 

3. Is Gaddafi’s leadership position described in the document? Reflect on the significance 
of what you find in response to this question. 

4. Does the document contain statements that this model could be universally applicable? 
If so, how would you respond to that? 

5. Note Gaddafi’s closing statement: Is he contradicting his argument in a major way? 
 
 
August, Arnold. (2013). Cuba and Its Neighbours: Democracy in Motion. Blackpoint, NS: 
Fernwood Publishing: 

Chapter 1: Democracy and U.S.-Centrism, 2-13 
Chapter 2: Democracy in the U.S., 14-44 

Chapter 3: Exploring Democracies in Venezuela, Bolivia and Ecuador, 45-74 

 
1. To what extent can you find anthropology and ethnography in August’s text? 
2. What is August’s contention about how we should go about understanding democracy? 
3. In which ways do August’s arguments echo those of C.B. Macpherson? (For example, on 

the issue of Eurocentrism.) 
4. Is collective ownership of resources enough to constitute a democracy, in August’s 

view? 
5. What is the difference between democratization and democracy? 
6. What does Cubanía mean and why is it important? 
7. On what grounds does August criticize the US system of liberal democracy? What is 

your assessment of his argument? 
8. How do domestic social relations, and domestic history, shape the US approach to 

democracy as applied worldwide? 
9. Was the Venezuelan revolution both a top-down and bottom-up affair, and if so, how 

does one reconcile these two, usually opposed concepts? 
10. Why does August focus so much on the Obama phenomenon? 
11. Why should “socialism” and “participatory democracy” be related? 
12. Pay special attention to the discussion of co-ops in Venezuela, and their role in 

developing an everyday, participatory form of democracy. Similarly, note the material 
on communes, and “communitarian democracy” in Bolivia. 


