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AANNTTHHRROOPPOOLLOOGGYY  AANNDD  DDEEMMOOCCRRAACCYY::  OOVVEERRVVIIEEWW  
  Aihwa Ong: “advanced liberal democracy, parliamentary democracy, 

electoral democracy, socialist democracy” (Ong quoted in Paley, 2002, 
p. 471) 

 Bailey (1969), factions: “in states in which there is only one legitimate 
political party, as in communist China, factionalism may simply serve 
the functions of party politics” (Lewellen, 2003, p. 105) 

 The Real World of Democracy in Political Anthropology? 
 
QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS  AABBOOUUTT  SSOOVVEERREEIIGGNNTTYY  AANNDD  DDEEMMOOCCRRAACCYY,,  RREEVVOOLLUUTTIIOONN  

AANNDD  DDEEMMOOCCRRAACCYY  
 Paley notes that “major decisions about the economy and public 

welfare are being made not by national governments but by 
international financial institutions in places as distant from ‘Third 
World’ locations as International Monetary Fund (IMF) offices in 
Washington, DC, or the closed door meetings of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO)…” (2002, p. 481) 

 The Life and Times of Liberal Democracy, C.B. Macpherson, p. 109 
 The CIA: p. 107  
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TTHHEE  RREEAALL  WWOORRLLDD  OOFF  CCUUBBAANN  DDEEMMOOCCRRAACCYY  
 Chapter 1, “Democracy and U.S.-Centrism” 

 different types of democracy 

 Eurocentric misconceptions 

 taking into account the social and economic system 

 collective ownership of resources 

 participatory democracy 

 “democratization” rather than “democracy” 

 Cubanía 
 Chapter 2, “Democracy in the U.S.” 

 the US as a model of democracy for the rest of the world? 

 liberal-capitalist ideology 

 the US’ methods of political exclusion 

 low level of voter turnout in the US 
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 Chapter 3, “Exploring Democracies in Venezuela, Bolivia and 
Ecuador” 

 top-down revolution—bottom-up political participation 

 Direct participation at multiple levels 

 “participatory democracy is linked to the actions and aspirations 
toward a social system (socialism) that negates the sanctity of 
unlimited oligarchic accumulation of private property” (p. 71) 

 Chapter 4, “Participation in Constitutions, Elections and a New 
State (1868-1952)” 

 
“Cuba has a rich, homegrown experience and custom regarding 
constitutions, elections, the state and the battle for democracy that 
originates in the nineteenth century. There are two common threads: first, 
the participation of the people, and second, the value of social justice over 
and above private property as the sole consideration. These motifs have 
necessarily meant the defence of Cuban sovereignty, at first against the 
Spanish colonizers, and then U.S. neo-colonial and imperialist interests”. 
(p. 77) 
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 Félix Varela in the 1820s 

 Carlos Manuel de Céspedes, freed slaves, founded a Republic in Arms at 
Bayamo 

 first Cuban Constitution, Liberation Army, the Guáimaro Constituent Assembly 
established in 1869 

 General Antonio Maceo, First War of Independence (1868-1878); new 
constitution of the Republic of Cuba in Arms, the Baraguá Constitution of 1878 

 José Martí, Cuban Revolutionary Party (PRC) in 1892, Third War of 
Independence 

 critique of US imperialism which 

 the principal contradiction was that which existed between the Cuban people and 
Spanish colonialism and the new imperialism of the US 

 the social contradiction 

 Jimaguayú Constitution of 1895 

 extend the franchise to youths, sixteen years and older 

 Yaya Constitution established the right of universal suffrage, right to free 
education 

 the 1933 Revolution 

 the 1940 Constitution 

 Communist Party of Cuba (PCC), 1925 
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 Chapter 5, “Democracy, Elections and the New State” 

 Ernesto Ché Guevara, rejecting any imported dogmas 

 Fidel Castro’s “History Will Absolve Me” 

 Fulgencio Batista 

 January 1, 1959, Provisional Revolutionary Government 

 1940 Constitution was adopted 

 Agrarian Reform Law 

 Rejection of multi-party elections 

 1961 Literacy Campaign 

 US State Department, 1960: “the majority of Cubans support Castro” 

 Committees for the Defence of the Revolution (CDR), 1960, 800,000 

 National Revolutionary Militias (MNR), 1959 

 Federation of Cuban Women (FMC) 

 Local government 

 new Cuban Communist Party (PCC) of 1965 

 Organs of Popular Power (OPP) 

 new Constitution 

 National Assembly of Popular Power (ANPP) 

 PCC never functioned as an electoral party 
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 Chapter 6, “The 2011-12 Communist Party Congress and 
Conference: Democratization and the Press” 

 a “one-party state”? state that has one party 

 “democracy in motion” 

 “free press” 

 Article 53 of the Cuban Constitution stipulates that “citizens have 
freedom of…the press,” but it must be “in keeping with the 
objectives of socialist society,” and “can never be private 
property” (p. 132) 
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 Chapter 7, “Elections in Contemporary Cuba” 

 three levels: municipal, provincial, and national 

 Communist Party not involved in nominating or electing 
candidates 

 general elections (every five years), two phases 

 50% of the deputies sent to the ANPP, “de base” 

 other 50% of ANPP deputies are “directos” 

 municipalities, direct election and mass participation 

 governance is decentralized 

 mass organizations: 
(1) the Workers’ Central Union of Cuba (CTC) 
(2) the Federation of Cuban Women (FMC) 
(3) the National Association of Small Farmers (ANAP) 
(4) the Federation of University Students (FEU) 
(5) the Federation of Pre-University Students (FEEM) 
(6) Committees for the Defence of the Revolution (CDR) 
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 Chapter 8, “The ANPP and the Municipality: Functioning Between 
Elections” 

 Council of Ministers 

 Council of State 
 “The Future of Democratization: Facing the Tests” 

 bureaucratization and corruption 

 “Cuba’s enemies have not been able to defeat Cuba since 1959, nor 
do I think that they will, despite all the resources at their disposal” 
(p. 232) 

 


