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SESSION 12 
 
MOVEMENTS, LEADERS, AND FOLLOWERS 
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EXODUS HISTORY: MOVEMENT AS REVOLUTION 
 
 
“the escape from bondage, the wilderness journey, the Sinai covenant, 
the promised land: all these loom large in the literature of revolution. 
Indeed, revolution has often been imagined as an enactment of the 
Exodus and the Exodus has often been imagined as a program for 
revolution” (Walzer, 1985, p. ix).  
 
Exodus has become “a paradigm of revolutionary politics” (Walzer, 1985, 
p. 7). 
 
“a classic narrative, with a beginning, a middle, and an end: problem, 
struggle, resolution—Egypt, the wilderness, the promised land” (Walzer, 
1985, pps. 10-11) 
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MOVEMENT & REVOLUTION: ARRIVAL AT A NEW (POLITICAL) “PLACE” 
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THE CONCEPT OF FREEDOM: “CONSCIOUSLY SEEKING FREEDOM” 
 
 
  consciousness, intentionality, and rationality 
 

 ACTION AND WILL 
 INTENTIONALITY 
 WHAT DEFINES A FREE AGENT? 
 WHAT IS INVOLVED IN CHOICE? 

 
 calculation of costs & benefits, resources 
 
  Differing views: action is not rational, but reasonable (Bourdieu) 
 What about emotions? 
 



 5 

ETHNICITY: INSTRUMENTALITY, PRIMORDIALITY, PRACTICE 
 
 
What is Ethnicity? 
 

 common history & descent 
 common identity 
 culture traits shared in common 
 fictive kinship 
 moral obligation, enduring solidarity, of debts 

 
  instrumentalist manipulation 
  primordialist attachment 
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INSTRUMENTALISM & THE DIVIDE BETWEEN LEADERS & FOLLOWERS 
 
  Whose intentions are most manifest in the instrumentalization of 

ethnicity? 
 
ABNER COHEN: ETHNICITY AS INSTRUMENTALIST POLITICS 
 
“ethnic groups are in an advantageous strategic position, for it is difficult 
and costly for any state to suppress the customs of a group” (Cohen 1969: 
3). 
 
  ethnic groups are “interest groups” 
 
  Intentionality: calculations to seek advantage 
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THE LEADERS OF A “GROUP” 
 
  convenient fiction 
  class exploitation 
  ideological screen 
 
Problem? 
 

 
THE PRIMORDIALIST APPROACH: AFFECTIVITY 
 
  rootedness 
 communal sentiments 
 emotional needs 
  potent, emotive symbols 
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PRACTICE THEORY: INSTRUMENTALITY PLUS AFFECTIVITY 

 
 How do people come to recognize their commonalities in the first 

place? 
 
“The habitus comprises a set of generative schemes that produce practices and 
representations that are regular without reference to overt rules and that are 
goal directed without requiring conscious selection of goals or mastery of 
methods of achieving them” (Bourdieu 1977: 72) 
 
“What is commonly interpreted as rational interest-seeking behaviour is in 
fact largely habitual, an acting out of habitual constraints encoded in 
unexamined assumptions about what is reasonable and unreasonable” 
(Bourdieu 1977: 77) 
 
“Experience of objective constraints begins early in life, mediated by family 
relations attuned to them…the habitual dispositions thus engendered condition 
perception and appreciation of all subsequent experience” (Bourdieu 1997: 78) 
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“Inculcation of the habitus depends on innate pattern-recognition 
capabilities…This process is similar to language learning, in which competence 
is achieved without conscious awareness of the structure of what is learned” 
(Bourdieu 1977: 78) 

 
  symbolism of ethnicity will carry the same sense of authenticity 

and moral compulsion for ethnic leaders as for their followers 
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